
  

My Dear Brothers and Sisters of the community of faith of Cor-

pus Christi,  

Dominus Vobiscum (The Lord be with you)… 

  
We recently observed the festival of the Reign of Christ Sunday which 

marks the end of the liturgical (church) year with our gospel text as 

Luke 23:33-43. The church year is the way the church marks time: in-

stead of January to the end of December, the church marks time from 

Advent to Advent, with the Reign of Christ (Christ the King) Sunday as 

our New Year's Eve, in a way.   Our church year... tells the story of Jesus 

but it also echoes the seasons of a  life of faith: times of waiting and longing, times of 

new birth and rejoicing, times of growing and teaching and learning, times of suffering 

and grief and calling out to the empty sky “why why why have you forsaken me”,  times 

of inexplicable joy and life that defies logic and the worst the world can do, and then, 

mostly, times of just plain living the best way we know how in an ordinary human way.  

That's what the liturgical (church) year is intended to echo and affirm.  And on the Reign 

of Christ Sunday we come to the end of the year, because the week following - it starts 

all over again with the waiting...the longing...the preparing.... the week following, we 

begin a new Christian year with Advent. The liturgical day of “Christ the King” is meant 

to upend earthly-human oriented visions of leadership. C. J. C. Pickstock writes that 

Christ as King is Christ’s ultimate eschatological role. As an eschatological role, 

Christ’s rule is not about domination but is about his coming toward the world in restor-

ative transformation. 

  
Eschatological transformation aligns people’s practices in the world with God’s libera-

tive practices so that creation may become the place of God’s eternal Shekinah—divine 

indwelling. The goal of God’s Shekinah is God’s glory, and when God’s glory dwells 

within creation, the result could hardly be further from domination. Rather, through 

God’s glory all of creation arrives at its fullest self (Jürgen Moltmann, The Coming of 

God: Christian Eschatology, xiii). The Collect of Christ the King Sunday is not asking for 

Christ to dominate over and against the world. It seeks transformation of the world so 

that the world corresponds with God’s justice and grace. It seeks the transformations 

that assist all of creation’s arrival at its fullest selfhood. 

Leaders who mock others and promote injustice do not fall outside the scope of theo-

logical critique, and Christians fail to live out their vocations if silent, inert, or support-

ive of injustice. Jesus (Luke 23:33-43) confronts the leaders when he turns to the vulner-

able one, whom the leaders are getting rid of. Jesus declares ultimate protection for this 

outsider when he promises kingdom-paradise. Jesus confronts the unjust leaders when 

he promises solidarity with the outsider: “you will be with me.” 

There are world leaders whose promises are antithetical to Jesus’ promises. Leaders 

who promise to deport neighbors based on their religious identity or race flaunt lead-

ership antithetical to Jesus’ vision. Leaders who objectify women and promise tax 

breaks to the wealthiest at the expense of the most vulnerable practice a style of rule 

antithetical to the Christian vocation expressed in Luke 23. As long as such rulers exist, 

Luke 23 will ring in the ears of Christians—a clarion call to resist oppressive forces of 

injustice. Injustice can come in many forms: xenophobia, racism, sexism, homophobia 

and re-inscribed cycles of poverty, to name a few. However, Christians, who know that 

Jesus’ eschatological inbreakings into the cycles of everyday life bring the fullest self-

hood to all creation, will name injustice as wrong and contrary to the Christian way of 

life. 

The political climate in our country continues to be a cause for concern and the impact 

thereof is felt South African in more ways than one. The moral compass has been thrown 
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out with a president who violates his oath of office, lies blatantly and mislead the nation and a cabinet that is 

proving true to the adage “honour among thieves”. The dishonest leadership have dubious and questionable 

standards of behaviour and this has seen the birth of a movement called The Save South Africa campaign 

launched on 2 November 2016. It is a broad formation of existing civil society organisations and individuals who 

are increasingly disturbed at state capture and the disastrous consequences of President Jacob Zuma’s leader-

ship. The Save South Africa campaign further calls for all our leaders to be honest, accountable, open and re-

sponsive to the needs of our people and country. It further makes a demand that those who dishonour our Con-

stitution be immediately removed. The Save South Africa campaign continues to call upon SA citizens to 

acknowledge and accept that they too have a duty towards the Constitution and to commit to, among others, 

“Speaking out against and reporting corruption, wherever it occurs, however large or small; Advancing equali-

ty for all my fellow people and especially to restoring hope among the young; and, Acting against the condi-

tions of terrible poverty and degradation to which so many millions of my fellow citizens are still subject.” The 

Save South Africa campaign emphasises that poverty, inequality, crime and corruption do not belong in the 

South Africa we dreamed of. The Save South Africa campaign has subsequently embarked on a “People’s Mo-

tion of No Confidence” against President Zuma. Nkosi sikelela iAfrika. 

 

Certain parts of our country were recently hit by floods, some deadly floods, following a very dry spell. The 

flash floods have caused chaos and a number of people are believed to be missing after their vehicles washed 

away. Among others, a pregnant lady lost her life and a three year old Everite Chauke was swept away in Alex-

andra during the flash floods. Subsequently after a long search a body was found by a worker cleaning next to 

Jukskei river in Alexander two weeks after the incident. DNA samples of the three year old’s parents had been 

sent to the laboratory for testing to help identify the body that was found. Meanwhile, most of those affected by 

the floods from affected informal settlements are still camped in churches, halls and transit camps, where they 

are receiving relief support while waiting for a solution to their shelter needs. The floods also caused chaos at 

OR Tambo International Airport, and flights had to be delayed and buildings several buildings were flooded. 

Let’s continue to pray for those affected by adverse weather patterns. 

Racism keeps reeling its ugly head in our country…Recently two Mpumalanga white men allegedly forced Vic-

tor Mlotshwa into a coffin and threatened to burn him alive. It is also alleged that the pair attacked another man, 

Dalton Sithole, whom Willem Oosthuizen and Theo Martins Jackson hurled profanities at, bumped with a bakkie, 

kicked several times and threatened with a gun. The alleged attack on Sithole took place on August 17, the 

same day that the two men shoved Mlotshwa into a coffin, threatened to put a snake inside and douse him with 

petrol, and accosted him. The pair made their first appearance in the Middelburg Magistrate’s Court following 

their arrest, after cellphone footage showing them shoving Mlotshwa into a coffin emerged and went viral. They 

abandoned their bail applications, saying they feared for their lives. But the day’s proceedings proved to be too 

much for Mlotshwa’s mom, who broke down and an ambulance was called and she was taken to hospital. Some 

political parties have shown support for victim #CoffinAssault and expressed their disgust. This is actually one 

of the many events that we all should frown at and be vocal about because all human beings are made in the 

image and likeness of God.  Prejudices that some people harbour do not reduce persons to whom they are pro-

jected against to sub human or animal status.  Morena boloka setjhaba sa heso.  

This year Advent is the very longest it can be as Christmas Day falls on a Sunday. We may, therefore actually 

find time to keep Advent before we keep Christmas. Advent provides the opportunity for a new start as it be-

gins the new Christian calendar. A new year always gives us the chance to start over and begin again, leaving 

behind those things we want to and take up those things which might improve us. The church is all about new 

life, the new opportunities that a resurrection people can rejoice in. But we are not so good at ending things. We 

accumulate the good of the past and long after it has failed to have a purpose we continue to wheel it out. The 

goodness fades and it becomes worthless or at worst, destructive. Sometimes we have to let things go in order 

to move on and to grow 

Before Christmas comes Advent. Not just a season to heighten the tension for Christmas and open another door 

in the Advent calendar – but to prepare our hearts for the coming of God. The hymns that we sing at Advent re-

mind us of the importance of looking forward. Among them, ‘O Come, O Come Emmanuel’ an ancient hymn that 

concludes each verse by saying ‘Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel’. A reminder that God did not just come 

at Christmas two thousand and sixteen years ago. God comes to our hearts constantly and we look forward to 

the time when God will come again to the earth and end the misery and pain that so many in life still endure. 

Christmas can be a hard season for many. For those who have recently been bereaved; for those who are home-

less; for those who live with terminal illness. But Advent helps us make sense of it all. It reminds us that, beyond 

the decorations, there is purpose and hope – that we continue to look forward beyond Christmas to a time when 

the celebrations will be constant and the time of rejoicing does not cease with the taking down of the decora-

tions. 
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The hope of Advent is that we can really look forward to peace on earth and good news to all people. In our 

troubled world, let us hold onto hope that one day God will return to earth, bringing an end to warfare and 

bring peace to all. 

Somebody once said that when God wants to do something important in the world a baby is sent. For instance 

Moses, who appeared as a baby in the bulrushes, was born into harsh circumstances of slavery and oppression 

when the Israelites were in Egypt. Moses was then to lead God's chosen people to freedom in the promised 

land which involved a physical journey of many miles and took over forty years. At Christmas we celebrate the 

birth of Jesus, God's Son, who is born into our world, to share our lives with all its joys and pain. Jesus though, in 

contrast to Moses, did not come to lead us on a physical journey but on an internal journey in our hearts, minds 

and souls. He came to offer new life in all its fullness and lead us away from the slavery of sin, bad habits and 

selfishness. This inner conversion that Jesus offers to all who put their faith in him then leads us to want to build 

a better world to reflect God's values. 

Do join us this Christmas time at Corpus Christi to wonder at the birth of God's Son, Jesus, to welcome him into 

our lives so that together we can build a better world for all people of all ages. However we celebrate Christ-

mas, I hope we remember that Jesus came into the world, not to be an afterthought, like a brussels sprout that 

gets a look in only after we’ve enjoyed the special Christmas meals. Jesus came to give us hope in a hopeless 

and hurting world.  The Bible says, “Taste and see that the Lord is good.” 

Please continue praying and seeking the mind that was in Christ on matters that continue to present them-

selves as challenges facing our world, country and church. I  conclude with the words that the author of the 

Epistle to Colossians (1:11-20) reaches for to express the inexpressible: “May God strengthen you in glorious 

might, with power to meet whatever comes, with fortitude, patience and joy;  and give thanks to God, who has 

made you fit to share the inheritance of God's people in the realm of light.  God rescued us from the domain of 

darkness and brought us away into the life of Jesus, in whom our release is secured and our sins forgiven.  Jesus 

is the image of the invisible God; his is the primacy over all created things.  In him, everything in heaven and on 

earth was created, not only things visible but also the invisible: orders of thrones, sovereignties, authorities and 

powers, the whole universe has been created through him and for him. And he exists before everything, and all 

things are held together in him. He is, moreover, the head of the body, the church. He is its origin, the first to 

return from the dead, to be in all things alone supreme. For in him, the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.  

Through him, the whole universe is reconciled to God making peace through the cross.  To reconcile all things, 

whether in heaven or on earth, through him alone.” May you dwell in the Spirit of Love that is Jesus, feast on him 

and find peace. Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 

 

Oremus pro invicem (Let us pray for each other.) 

Pax Vobiscum (Peace be with you) 

The Ven Dr. L Meshack T Mariri † 

Rector  

P ar ish ioners are 
asked to  p lease 

pray for  the upcoming 
ANNUAL VESTRY MEET-
ING which wi l l  take p lace 
in  the New Year ,  and for  
the COUNCIL PLANING 
DAY which wi l l  fo l low the 
AVM.  
 
The date has not ,  as  yet ,  
been dec ided upon,  so  we 
earnest ly  ask  you to  carry 
on praying unt i l  a  date 
has been g iven .  You wi l l  
receive not if icat ion ear ly  
in  the New Year .  

NEW YEAR AND EPIPHANY PRAYERS 

 
GRANT, O Lord, that as the years change, we may find rest in 
your unchangeableness. May we meet this new year bravely, sure 

in the faith that while men come and go, and life changes around 
us, you are ever the same, guiding us with your wisdom and pro-
tecting us with  our love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
After William Temple 
 
EPIPHANY 
 
Almighty God , whose Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ is the light 
of the world: grant that we and 

all your people may shine with 
the radiance of his glory, that 
he may be known, worshipped 
and obeyed to the ends of the 

earth; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who with you and the Holy 
Spirit lies and reigns, one God, 

now and forever. 
From the Episcopal Church  U.S.A. 
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Maboloka Christmas Party Report 
 
 
The Maboloka Christmas Party this year commenced on a positive note with many enthusiastic ideas from our pa-
rishioners. Of special note was Mama Isabella Holden’s idea to prepare a proper healthy Christmas meal for the 
children as opposed to our annual traditional hot dog and goodies only. Furthermore, due to many left over gifts 
from last year’s Christmas party, the team decided to allocate these gifts to respective recipients (children) and then 
asked for donations from the parishioners for outstanding children; and it went perfectly well. 
On receipt of all the gifts, the big job of wrapping and organizing eats started. The convoy then set off for Maboloka 
on 17 November. Thank you Lord for blessing us with the good weather on the day. When we arrived at our destina-
tion, Sister Paulina, the Director of Tumelong Mission; MaBishop, Connie Kannemeyer; and Tanya, the wife of St. 
Albans Chaplain had already arrived. It was a huge honour to have Ma’ Bishop at our Christmas party with the chil-
dren. What a great blessing it was to have these honourable ladies to experience the great work done by the Cor-
pus Christians. 
 
As usual, the children of Maboloka Haven welcomed us with their beautiful songs and dances. Truth be told, the 
children are always well behaved, and kudos to the care givers who are able to instil that beautiful discipline.  
The jumping castle was immediately assembled for the children while Santa’s Elves, were preparing tables with the 
goodies. Thanks to the Craven’s for sponsoring the Jumping Castle and delivering it year in and year out. The chil-
dren then blessed the food prepared and lunch was served for everyone. After our meal, the children went back to 
play on the Jumping Castle while Santa Clause was preparing himself to dish out gifts. As per the tradition, Santa 
showered all the children with gifts; care givers and groundsmen were also not left out.  
 
This year we solemnly missed our regular Senior Citizen Jenny Mouser, however, three Gogos from Maboloka were 
invited to come and enjoy the day with us; and did they have a blast, even posing for pictures with Santa!! 
MaBishop was really impressed and she asked how we managed to pull off such a party. 
 
All this was however made possible by the fundraising team, who donated money towards a healthy meal that was 
prepared for Maboloka. Many thanks go to the future leaders of Corpus Christi, the Youth, for donating the proceeds 
from the car wash and Ice cream sale they recently hosted. Our gratitude is also extended to each and every parish-
ioner who donated the gifts, money and food that made the Christmas party a huge success. 
To the dynamic Maboloka Christmas Party Organizing Team, thank you for your love, time, ideas and the patience 
towards this initiative; your love toward this initiative is beyond measure. Thank you!! Le ka moso!! Many Blessings!! 
 
Evah & Team. 
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The Gifts of the Three Wise Men . 
 

Gold, we know all about that one, 
but do you know the origins of the 
other two? 
 
FRANKINCENSE is a sweet smell-
ing gum resin from certain Boswel-
lia trees which at the time of 
Christ grew in Arabia, India and 
Ethiopia. The trade for Frankin-
cense was at its height during the 
period of the Roman Empire and 
was regarded a valuable commodi-
ty, as precious as gems or precious 
metal. It was burnt on the altars and at cremations. 
Tradition has it that Balthasar, the black king of Ethi-
opia presented it to the Christ Child. 
 
MYRRH  is also an aromatic gum resin which oozes 
from gashes cut into the bark of a small desert tree 
know as Commifera Myrrha or the Dindin tree. The 

resin hardens into tear-dropped 
shaped chunks which is then crushed 
into a powder or made into oint-
ments or perfumes. The tree is 
grows to between 5—15 ft. and 
about 1 ft. in diameter, which made 
its resin an extremely valuable com-
modity during biblical times and was 
imported from India and Arabia.. 
Once again, legend has it that Cas-
par brought his gift from Europe or 

Tarsus and placed it before the Christ Child 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER that if you have an article you would 
like to be put into the magazine—contributions are always 
welcome to be included (at the Rector’s discretion obvi-
ously). Pictures also can be included, if approved.  
 
Please forward to them either to Cheryl at the office, or 
Jeanne at 012 345 2324 (fax or telephone) or email at-
Jeanne@jacksonza.co.za 

THE JOY OF TRIVIA.   written by Bernie Smith 

 

 

The human body  is made up of a frame which con-
tains 206 bones, half of them are very small and pro-
vide support to your hands and feet. The  whole body 
is made up of 60,000 miles of blood vessels some as 
fine as the human hair; your blood cells have to get 
into single file to squeeze through one at a time. 
 
Indeed, we should all be Praising our God, for we 
are fearfully and wonderfully made. 
 
History tells us that kissing was invented by the 
Greeks. Apparently, when a man wanted to find out if 
his wife had been sipping the wine, he would kiss 
her , and if her lips tasted of wine well……. 
 
Handshaking started because of two strangers, men 
with peaceful intentions, who held out their right or 
weapon hand, which were empty as a  token of 
peace. 
 
If you try to work after a heavy meal you maybe tak-
ing the blood supply away from you tummy area and 
sending it to the brain. Resulting in indigestion. 
Hence the need for a Siesta in many countries. 
Since time immemorial, man has described  the col-
our red as ‘blood red.’ However, a single blood cell 
looked at under the microscope is actually ‘straw col-
oured’; it is only when they all get together that they 
appear “blood red”. 
 

ARE WE UP TO DATE WITH YOUR CONTACT DETAILS? 
 

If you have moved recently, say during the past six months, or changed your cell phone or your email address, 
please give your new details to Cheryl in the office, so that we can keep in touch. 

DECEMBER 2016 DATES. 
 
  
4th December   Children's’ Ministry pageant 09-00 
 5th December  Ministry Team Meeting  19-00 
 7th December  Executive Meeting   18-00 
18th December  Carol Service    18-00 followed by Bring and Share Mince Pies and Sherry 
24th December   Christmas Eve– Midnight Mass 23-00 
NB    NB     NB 
 
25th December  Christmas Day   09-00  
1st January    1st Sunday after Christmas 09-00 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES—PLEASE NOTE SERVICE TIMES: elsewhere on this page! 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE: MIDNIGHT MASS  11PM 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY  only one service   09-00 
 
FIRST SUNDAY after Christmas 01/01/2017 09-00 
 (Only one service ) 
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I received a suggestion regarding the magazine: to include more interesting items, so how about ‘the 
origin of some of the hymns we sing over the Christmas season? 
 
 
 

A s it is the Christmas season we shall start with a couple of the well known carols and where they 
came from. 

 
 
O come. O Come, Emmanuel 
 
No one seems to know the origins of this carol, authorship is unknown, but undoubtedly one 
of the oldest of all carols. It is suggested and believed that it was derived from a set of 
Latin verses called the ‘O antiphons’ which were sung in monasteries around the 8th century 
AD. Each verse  relates to the coming of the Messiah, and each verse referred to one of 
those titles.  One refers to his coming, one refers to him as Messiah, another calls him Em-
manuel as described in Isaiah 7: 14, and it is understood that around the 12th  century this 
was adapted into a rhythmic poem; ‘Veni veni Emmanuel’. The tune which we use today is 
thought to have been composed for a 15th century Franciscan    funeral with the influence 
of the Gregorian chanting. How and when the music and the words were combined is also 
unknown, but it certainly had happened by 1851 when the words were translated from Latin 
into English. 
 
Joy to the World. 
 
This is another well known hymn, words adapted from Psalm 98  by Isaac Watts, (English 
clergyman and prolific hymn writer1674-1748).  At this time, it was a belief of the      Puri-
tan tradition that only the Biblical psalms should be sung in worship—human compositions 
were not considered worthy of being compared to psalms. Many people thought that the 
psalms were exceedingly difficult to sing and could also be very dreary. Watt’s adaptation 
turned out to be very popular and was originally called ‘The Messiah’s Coming and Kingdom’, 
the tune ‘Antioch’  contained the brief note “from Handel” which led to it being considered 
that the tune was at least based on the theme of the great composer himself; though it 
seems more likely that the primary composer was Lowell Mason. Whoever, ‘Joy to the 
World’ is one of the most familiar of all carols. 
 
One more: 
 
God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen 
 
This one is of uncertain age and possibly one of the more ancient carols, probably written 
more than 500 years ago. This was at a time when its exuberant tone was not well received 
by the church leaders who preferred the devotionals to be much more sombre. The first 
recording of this song is from an 18th century manuscript; from then on it became the na-
tion’s favourite carol because of its joyful words and rich melodic tones. One of its claims 
to fame is that it is the carol mentioned in Charles Dickens book, entitled ’A Christmas Car-
ol’. A point for concern is the misunderstanding of the words ‘Rest” and  ‘Merry’. Over the 
years these words may have meant ‘to keep’ and ‘strong or mighty’; as in Robin Hood and his 
Merry Men. As an interpretation the title may have been a form of assurance that the men 
will be happy and peaceful because Christ has been born, or as a reassurance that God will 
keep these men safe. 
 
Info obtained and adapted from Wikipedia. 
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 I  think that it can 

safely be said that 
the 2016 Confirmation 
class of Corpus Christi 
Anglican Church, made 
us exceedingly proud 
of them, and what was 
achieved over the past 
two years. 
 
We can be sure that 
the future for these 
teenagers has had a 
very good base and 
that we can be confi-
dant in their future 
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The remains of the synagogue at Capernaum 

50 PROOFS FOR THE BIBLE. 
 

In a document entitled  as above, are recorded Archaeological finds that help confirm the Bible's accuracy.   

So here are a few Archaeological Finds, Descriptions of the Finds and the Importance of the Finds. 
 

  The church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. Archaeology has shown that the use of caves as ani-

mal stables in the Holy Land has been a common practice from very ancient times. Ancient records 
show that for at least two centuries before a church was built, Christians had marked this particular 

cave as the place of Jesus’s birth. The Gospels all identify Bethlehem as the place of Jesus’ birth, 

and because Joseph and Mary could find no room at the village inn, the new-born Jesus was laid in a 
manger (animal feed box). Because of this fact it has been assumed that the birth took place in a 

stable. In this church there is a niche on the left hand wall which Christians throughout history have 

identified as His birthplace. 

  Nazareth, the hometown of Jesus, is today a thriving bustling Arab-Jewish city, built on top of 

and around the ancient village which was located in the southern hills of lower Galilee. The modern 

church of the Annunciation stands over an ancient church building, and excavations in the church and 

around its grounds have turned up silos, olive oil presses, foundations of houses and many artefacts 
from Christ's time. The nearby church of St Gabriel stands over the city's’ ancient well and the well 

is still fed by fresh spring water. 

  Little would be known about the town where Mary received the Angel Gabriel's news that she 
would give birth to Christ and where he grew up if it were not for the Christian holy places and ar-

chaeology. 

  Bethsaida, City of Woe.   Much of the ancient harbour city of Bethsaida has been recovered 

since 1987 after several seasons of archaeological work, and has finally been placed accurately on 
biblical maps as a result. This city was the birthplace of Peter, Andrew, and Philip, and is mentioned 

in the Gospels more than any other city except Capernaum and Jerusalem. Jesus pronounced a con-

demnation of woe upon the city in Mathew and Luke. The city was destroyed in about AD66-68  and 
was never rebuilt. The fact that both Mark and John 

mention Bethsaida and all speak of Peter’s house and 

Jesus’s visits there may be the reason Christians be-
gan to worship at this site. 

  The Synagogue at Capernaum.  Archaeologists 

have restored a synagogue that stood some 350 years 
after Jesus's time. However, recently it was discov-

ered that this building was built over the foundations 

of the synagogue of Jesus's life time, confirming that 

this was the place where important Bible events took 
place.  Capernaum served as His headquarters during 

His ministry and according to Mark, Luke and John, 

Jesus both taught and healed people in this synagogue. 

  Gergesa, where Christ cast out demons. Until 1970, the location of Gergesa has remained a 

mystery. Israeli archaeologist, Vasililios Tzaferis, was investigating the ruins of a Byzantine church, 

dating from AD 585,  which was uncovered during a road constructions along the east side of the Sea 
of Galilee. The excavation turned up an ancient church building, monastery and chapels. A mosaic 

paved chapel had been build at the foot of a steep slope and this led to Dr Tzaferis concluding that 

the ancient Christians had built the entire complex here to preserve an early tradition that this was 
where the miracle occurred in which the swine ran off a cliff into the sea. The gospels record  this 

miracle although two other possible places were thought to be Gadera or Gerasa. However these two 

are both too far from the Sea of Galilee and there are no steep places as mentioned in the Bible. 
 

Sourced from 50 proofs of the Bible. 

 

 


